Stringed Things

Guitar tool kit

My guirar tools were spread out all over the place.
Some were in my house; others were in my work shed.
It was frustrating to track down all of them tools when I
needed to do something as simple as a string change.
So, I decided to consoidate my most frequently used
tools into one place - a guitar tool kit. I started out by
buying a tool bag from a
hardware store. Then came
the process of selecting the
tools and other items it
would hold.
Here are the items that
I put together:
First up was a guitar
multi-tool. This handy
tool can cut strings,
remove bridge pins from an acoustic guitar, and wind
strings. It covers a lot of bases!
Although the multi-tool
can be used to wind strings,
I prefer a dedicated string
winder. This is a widely
available tool that doesn’t
cost a lot of money. It saves
time when is you’re doing a
string change.

This device supports the
neck when you are changing strings, doing a setup,
or other adjustments to you
guitar. If you do a lot of that
kind of work, you might prefer to get something more
stable. But this device is small and portable. It’s good for
the occasional guitar tinkerer.

If your frets are looking dull, here’s the ticket
for shining them up. This
is a simple fret polish kit.
The cardboard has slots
for three different sizes
of frets. Place it on a fret,
then used the blue polishing material to shine up
the frets. The cardboard
won’t last forever, but it will gdt you through a few fret
polish jobs.

While I can’t list specific uses for a knife, it seems it’s
always handy to have one for anything that might come
up. this knife has snap-off blades. When your blade gets
dull, just take some pliers and snap off the blade and go
to the next one, which will be sharp.
If you are getting
frustrated with cables
becoming entangled
with each other, theae cords can help.
I wish I could recall the brand name
of this product. I
found it at a photography store and at
an electronics store.
it’s a handy way of
organizing all of those patch cables, etc.
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I confess that in
the past, I have removed pots and jacks
with a pair of pliers.
Using the correct tool
can save a person a
lot of grief. Here is a
socket wrench with a
one-half inch socket.
It works great for tightening a loose jack. There also are
a few other socket sizes as well as a good old-fashioned
wrench.

You need to polish up that guitar and take care
of the finger board. The bottle at left is the venerable
Dunlop 65 guitar polish. This product has kept a lot
of guitars looking good. The item at right is a bottle of
Planet Waves fretboard conditioner. There are plenty of
guitar polishes and fret conditioners on the market, so
pick whatever works for you.

You gotta have a patch cord or two available to plug
your guitar into a tuner or connect some stompboxes
together.

The humble screwdriver deserves a place in your
guitar tool kit. I need to add a smaller screwdriver to teh
guitar kit as well. This one, though, is small enough to
do intonation adjustment on a Fender-style bridge. This
is a Phillips head screwdriver. I don’t see many guitar adjustment jobs that require a flat head. Of course, whenever I look for a flat head screwdriver, I can find only
Phillips head screwdrivers - and vice versa!
The previously-mentioned multitool will cut strings.
But again, I like to
have a dedicated tool.
A pair of wire cutters
will do the job well.
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I use clip-on tuners such as the Snark tuner to tune
my guitars and basses. This tuner is an old one that I’ve
kept around. I’m not sure I’ll ever need it, but it doesn’t
hurt to have a backup.

This is part of my collection of allen wrenches. I
don’t know where all of my allen wrenches came from.
These are the ones that best suited for guitar. The larger
ones are for truss rod adjustments. The smaller ones are
used for bridge height adjustment.
You gotta have something to put all of those
tools in. This is a small cloth
bag I bought from a hardware store. It keeps all of my
main guitar fixing tools in
one place, so I don’t have to
search all over creation to
find them.
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Pliers always come in handy for something. I use
these to help me pull strings tight and also to wrap them
around the tuner head.

And, of course, you’ve got to have strings! This is my
collection of strings accumulated over the years. A few of
my guitars will need string changes soon, so the inventory will diminish.
So, there you have it! Certainly, I’ll add more items
in the future, as I see the need. But hopefully, this will
keep my necessary tools and other items in one place.

